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Place an x indicating 
maximum 

temperature. 

Place an x indicating 
minimum 

temperature. 

Initials of staff 
member checking 

fridge temperatures. 

Reset thermometer 
after recording. 

Vaccines must be stored and 
transported in the recommended 
temperature range +2��� to +8���
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�����
��  

If problems occur, do not use 
vaccines or destroy them until 

advice has been sought from State 
or Territory vaccine distribution 

centre, vaccine supplier, 
 hospital pharmacy or  

local public health unit. 

Check and record minimum / maximum, temperatures at least daily, 
before the vaccine is used. 

. 

A separate refrigerator should be 
used for vaccine storage only. 

In the event of a power failure of 
less than 4 hours keep the door 

closed and vaccine inside.  

Power failure more than 4 hours, 
transfer vaccine to another fridge or 
insulated esky (using ice, monitors 

and bubble wrap. 

Most vaccines are considered to be 
damaged at 0�  C. 

Write in time 
temperature 
recorded.. 

Record date of 
temperature 
recordings. 

Refer to the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines for as a reference for 
all issues pertaining to Cold Chain Management, including best practice 

standards, protocols and audits. 
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Cold Chain Breach – Vaccine storage temperatures have been outside the recommended range of +2°C to +8°C (excludes excursions up to 
+12°C, lasting no longer than 15 minutes, when stock taking or restocking). In technical documents a cold chain breach may be referred to as an 
‘adverse vaccines storage event’. (Ref: National Vaccine Storage Guidelines p iii) 
 
In the event of a cold chain breach it is important to read through the cold chain breach management guidelines and use the reference guide in 
the decision making process. Follow the DoHWA cold chain 
‘Action Plan’, complete a ‘cold chain breach / incident check 
list’ and ‘cold chain wastage/ incident report form’ and promptly 
contact your Regional Immunisation Coordinator for advise and 
recommendations.  
 
Special Note:  For vaccines that are cold or freeze-sensitive, the 
loss of potency following freezing is immediate and these 
vaccines must not be administered. When vaccines are exposed 
to repeated episodes of heat the loss of vaccine potency is 
cumulative and cannot be reversed. (Ref: National Vaccine 
Storage Guidelines p3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cold Chain Calender 
Daily vaccine fridge temperature recordings. Cold Chain Calenders may be ordered 
free of charge from http://www.population.health.wa.gov.au/ordering/. Reference 
number HP10065, or phone HealthInfo on 1300 135 030. 
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�  The Department of Health WA have established very clear guidelines to assist all 
immunisation services providers with the management and reporting of a breach in cold 
chain, incident reporting and vaccine waste management. 

 
�  Follow the guidelines and communicate these incidents promptly with your Regional 

Immunisation Coordinator (RIC). 
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