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CONSULT ROOM

	Room Definition:
	Provide individual space for a visiting GP, specialist or allied health professional for intermittent use to handle the specialist medical and consulting functions of the facility.

	Design:


	Final room design outcomes will be the subject of detailed specific room data, usually through a mandatory Project Definition Plan (PDP) phase. These guidelines are intended to provide the good practice rationale and objectives to be achieved in the development of those room data sheets.

	Sketch:
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	Objectives
	Guidelines

	Size and Function

To provide individual space for a consulting physician and the like for intermittent use to handle the specialist medical and consulting functions of the facility.

To be designed for access and mobility for frail elderly residents.
	· Indicative size – 12m2 for a 40 bed facility

· Design to AS1428

· Ensure the room is private and secure from uncontrolled intrusion by the public, residents or visitors

	Location

To be located in a position which is central to the nursing functions of the facility and directly adjacent to the treatment room. 
	· Do not locate the room within the secure dementia or psychogeriatric areas



	Floors and Floor Finishes

To provide a comfortable and serviceable finish for the room.  
	· Adopt sheet vinyl with sealed joints as a standard 

	Ceilings

To provide a reflective, monolithic ceiling that is sound-absorbent.


	· Adopt set and painted plasterboard as a standard
· Minimum ceiling height is to be 2400mm high

· Where fans are used ceilings are to be a minimum of 2700mm or 2400mm to under side of blades

	Walls

To provide warm colours and a domestic feel to the room
To provide acoustic rating to walls.
	· Adopt 13mm set and painted plasterboard as a standard

· Select wall or partition types to minimise the transfer of noise between rooms

	Doors and Windows

To provide windows positioned to admit daylight, views and natural ventilation, where possible.
	· Fit all doors which could be subject to mechanical damage from trolleys, lifters and the like with durable door frames and acrylic type door protection

· Doors are to be a minimum of 920mm wide solid core with acoustic seals and easy to use by frail elderly residents

	Lighting and Fans

To provide adequate lighting for work surfaces.
	· Provide high level fluorescent lighting with task lighting where required

· Provide an examination light 

	Communications and data

To provide access to telephones, emergency call and data.
NB: See document 4.1 Checklist of GP requirements in GPs working in residential Aged Care – a Guide to assist with identifying specific GP requirements for your facility.
	· Review with client for communications and data requirements for room
· Provide each office with telephone and data connections for the computer network, assuming one computer for each occupant as a standard. There may be requirements for individual fax or modem connections.

	Power

To provide sufficient individual power outlets so that there is no requirement for extension cords or double adaptors.
	· Provide one power outlet for each computer, printer, fax machine modem and desk light. Each occupant will need four GPO’s.

	Switching and Controls

To locate all switching and controls at a height within the room that a person in a wheelchair can reach comfortably.
	· Commonly used switches and controls should be consistently located and at a height of 1000mm to 1200mm above floor level

· GPO’s for work stations shall be mounted above bench height

	Ventilation / Climate Control

To provide heating, cooling and ventilation to room.


	· Where air conditioning is provided use an individual room thermostat and control

· Provide insect screened natural ventilation as an alternative to mechanical ventilation

	Built in Furniture

To provide minimal built in furniture. To provide room with a basin with lever handles.


	· Staff hand basin set with paper towel, glove and antiseptic soap dispenser

· Avoid sharp corners 

	Loose and Soft Furniture

To provide commercial standard office furniture and finishes that are durable and easily maintained.

To be suitable for a disabled user.
	· Typical loose furniture in the room will be a desk, chair and a filing cabinet, a waste-bin and a clock. The provision of additional chairs, couches, coffee tables and the like depends entirely upon the use of the office.

· Curtains or blinds to soften the space do not need to block-out light

· Office chairs are likely to be ergonomically designed swivel type on castors
· In some cases furniture will be arranged to allow up to two visitors for meetings.

· Selected visitors chairs will be suitable for use by frail elderly residents.


	Colours

To be conducive to a comfortable working environment and coordinated with the total colour schemes of the facility.


	· Colour selections can be according to the user group’s requirements providing that the overall colour scheme is considered

· Dual coloured doors are not acceptable

	Signage

To provide identification
	·  Identify room.


Adapted from Design Guidelines for Queensland Residential Aged Care Facilities; Section 4 Room Data Sheets – 5.2 Consult Room (Queensland Health)2004
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